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Government Reform Committee to Consider 
Report on FBI Informant Investigation 

“Everything Secret Degenerates: The FBI’s Use of 
 Murderers as Informants”is Result of Years-Long Investigation 

   
Washington, D.C. -- On Thursday, November 20, 2003, at 10 a.m., prior to its oversight 
hearing on airline passenger screener testing and training, the Government Reform 
Committee will hold a business meeting to consider the following three items: 
 
1. A Report titled “Everything Secret Degenerates: The FBI’s Use of Murderers as 
Informants.” 
 
2. A Report titled “Efforts to Rightsize the U.S. Presence Abroad Lack Urgency And 
Momentum” drafted by the Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and 
International Relations. 
 
3. H.R. 3478, the National Archives and Records Administration Efficiency Act of 2003. 

 
Background: 
Report on “Everything Secret Degenerates: The FBI’s Use of Murderers as 
Informants.” 

 
On Thursday, November 20, 2003, the Committee will hold a business meeting to 

consider the release of a Report entitled “Everything Secret Degenerates: The FBI’s Use 
of Murderers as Informants.”   This report will detail the findings of the Committee 
resulting from its investigation over the past few years of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s (“FBI” or “Bureau”) misuse of informants in Boston.   

 
 

 
 



Report on “Efforts to Rightsize the U.S. Presence Abroad Lack Urgency And 
Momentum.” 
 
The Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International Relations 
has forwarded to the full committee a report on the U.S. presence overseas.  According to 
the executive summary, "The breadth and diversity of the U.S. presence overseas has 
grown, eroding command and control by ambassadors.  New threats have put U.S. 
personal at greater risk.  And the cost of doing business abroad has increased.  It is clear a 
more strategic approach to placing U.S. personnel overseas is necessary.  Following the 
recommendations of several commissions, the President has included rightsizing the U.S. 
presence overseas – the process of placing the right people with the right skills in the 
right place at the right time – in his management agenda for the Executive Branch.  
Change is difficult, and the State Department and other Executive Branch agencies 
continue to struggle and sometimes resist rightsizing.  In order to better achieve missions, 
improve the security of personnel, and reduce costs, the State Department and other 
agencies should recommit themselves to the process of rightsizing the U.S. presence 
overseas." 
 
H.R. 3478, “the National Archives and Records Administration Efficiency Act of 
2003.” 
 
The National Archives falls under the legislative jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on 
Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations, and the Census of the 
Committee on Government Reform.  This bill is designed to make the operations of the 
National Archives more efficient in several key areas and to improve their service to 
Federal agencies and the public.  It does by amending title 44, United States Code, with 
four key provisions. 
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